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Tell Us How to Make Kent County Healthy!

Agencies collect information for Community Health Needs Assessment

Grand Rapids — Healthy Kent is excited to announce a community-driven process to determine
the health concerns of residents throughout Kent County. The next step in providing the best
public health access and opportunities is called Mobilizing for Action through Planning and
Partnerships, or MAPP. This framework is what Healthy Kent will use to implement a
community-wide strategic planning process to improve health outcomes in Kent County.

MAPP is working to help communities improve health and quality of life. To reach these goals,
we must take a community-wide and community-driven approach to strategic planning. Using
the MAPP process, members of Healthy Kent believe it can help communities achieve optimal
health. The group will work to identify and use existing resources wisely, consider each
community’s unique circumstances and needs, and form effective partnerships for strategic
action. The most successful efforts are those where people share a commitment to - and have
arole in - the community’s health and overall well-being.

The Kent County Health Department worked in 2011 with more than 80 hospitals, mental
health care providers and social service agencies to create a Community Health Needs
Assessment (available at http://www.kentcountychna.org/). That plan focused mostly on the
Grand Rapids Metro area, and was seen as a starting point for a Community Health
Improvement Plan. Local Health Departments are required to update their Community Health
Needs Assessment every five years for state accreditation, but hospitals must every three years
under requirements set by the IRS. Healthy Kent and the Kent County Health Department will
work with organizations once again in 2014 to meet both requirements.

In the coming weeks, community partners will be sent a short survey, and asked if they are
interested in being a part of the MAPP process. “This plan will take staff into eight pre-
determined geographic regions of Kent County, to determine the greatest concerns in our
diverse communities,” said Adam London, Administrative Health Officer for the Kent County
Health Department. “We believe there are unique concerns about access and health that can
change based on urban, suburban, and rural lifestyles.” MAPP team leaders plan to meet with
residents and stakeholders in the eight geographical regions around Kent County this winter.
These meetings will last 1-2 hours. The final assessment will be released in 2015. You can take
the survey at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/MAPP_Partner Survey.




